
 
ENGLISH WRITING CURRICULUM OVERVIEW 

YEAR A  
 

UNIT NURSERY RECEPTION YEAR 1 YEAR 2 YEAR 3 YEAR 4 

1 Key Text  
Owl Babies  
Can’t You Sleep Little Bear –  
Martin Waddell   
 
Vocabulary  
Nest 
Swoop 
Dark  
Worried 
 
Genre  
Narrative  
 
GPAS 
Use large-muscle movements 
to wave flags and streamers, 
paint and make marks  
 
  

Key Text  
Owl Babies  
Can’t You Sleep Little Bear –  
Martin Waddell   
 
Vocabulary  
Nest 
Swoop 
Dark  
Worried 
 
Genre  
Narrative  
 
GPAS 
Spell words by identifying 
sounds in them and 
representing the sounds with a 
letter or letter  

Key Text  
The Billy Goat’s Gruff – Ladybirds 
First Favourites 
 
Genre  
Labels, lists, postcards, captions  
(focus on nouns) 
 
GPAS 
Revisit Reception GPS journey 
Nouns verbs 
Beginning to understand the 
features of a sentence 
Subject and verbs  
 
 

Key Text  
The Billy Goat’s Gruff – Ladybirds 
First Favourites 
 
Genre  
Winter Innovation  
 
GPAS 
Expanded noun phrases 
Build sentences using where 
 
 

Key Text  
The Three Little Wolves and the Big 
Bag Pig – Eugene Trivizas  
 
 
Genre  
Narrative retell  
 
GPAS 
Year 2 recap of co-ordinating 
conjunctions and using ‘when’ ‘if’ 
and ‘because’ to extend sentences  
Co- ordinating ‘so’  
 

Key Text  
The Three Little Wolves and the Big 
Bag Pig – Eugene Trivizas  
 
 
Genre  
Narrative retell  
 
GPAS 
Recap previous year group skills 
Using expanded noun phrases with 
modifying adjectives and 
prepositional phrases. 
 

2 Key Text  
The Gruffalo’s Child  
Stickman – Julia Donaldson   
 
Vocabulary  
Brave 
Shadow 
Winter 
Chase  
Drift 
 
Genre  
Narrative  
 
GPAS 
Making marks with meaning  
 
Print has meaning  
  
Show a preference for a 
dominant hand  

Key Text  
The Gruffalo’s Child  
Stickman – Julia Donaldson   
 
Vocabulary  
Brave 
Shadow 
Winter 
Chase  
Drift 
 
Genre  
Narrative  
 
GPAS 
Write simple words that can be 
read by others  
 
 

Key Text  
The Owl who was Afraid of the 
Dark 
 
Genre  
Retell a section of the story- simple 
sentences 
 
GPAS 
Simple sentences  
 
 

Key Text  
The Owl who was Afraid of the Dark 
 
 
Genre  
New chapter for the story  
 
GPAS 
Compound sentences using ‘but’ 
and ‘or’ 
Revisit ‘and’ 
 
    
 

Key Text  
The Great Kapok Tree - Lynne 
Cherry 
 
Genre  
Opening that includes a character 
description  
 
GPAS 
Adverbs 
Adverbial phrases 
Fronted adverbials  
Expanding noun phrases using 
‘with’  
 
 

Key Text  
The Great Kapok Tree - Lynne Cherry 
 
 
Genre  
Retelling the opening and build up 
 
GPAS 
Embed- Using expanded noun 
phrases with modifying adjectives 
and prepositional phrases. 
 
Paragraphing with a topic sentence 
 



3 Key Text  
Where our Wellies Take us? –  
Michael Morpurgo  
 
Vocabulary  
Travel 
Wander 
Meadow 
Stream 
 
Genre  
Narrative  
 
GPAS 
Making marks with meaning  
 
Print can have different 
purposes  

Key Text  
Where our Wellies Take us? –  
Michael Morpurgo  
 
Vocabulary  
Travel 
Wander 
Meadow 
Stream 
 
Genre  
Narrative  
 
GPAS 
Write simple phrases that can 
be read by others  
 
 

Key Text  
The Leopards Drum – Jessica 
Souhami 
 
Genre 
Character/ setting description  
 
GPAS 
Adjectives 
Proper nouns  
(embedding simple sentences) 
 

Key Text  
The Leopards Drum – Jessica 
Souhami 
 
Genre  
Narrative retell 
 
GPAS 
Sentence types 
Command 
Statements 
Exclamation  
Revisit question marks/ 
exclamation marks 
 

Key Text  
The Tunnel – Anthony Browne 
 
Genre  
Narrative retell up to the tunnel   
Innovation from tunnel 
 
GPAS 
Using direct speech 
Understand that it can show 
character 
 
 

Key Text  
The Tunnel – Anthony Browne 
 
Genre  
Write an alternative opening up to 
the point of the tunnel 
 
GPAS 
Use direct speech to show character 
and move events forward 
 
Paragraphing to develop around a 
main point 
 
To choose pronouns for clarity and 
cohesion 

4 Key Text  
The Ugly Duckling  
The Little Red Hen – Ladybirds 
First Favourites 
 
Vocabulary  
Duckling 
Ugly 
Different  
Kind 
 
Genre  
Narrative  
 
GPAS 
Making marks with meaning  
 
Use some of their print and 
letter knowledge in their early 
writing. For example: writing a 
pretend shopping list that 
starts at the top of the page; 
writing ‘m’ for mummy  

Key Text  
The Ugly Duckling  
The Little Red Hen – Ladybirds 
First Favourites 
 
Vocabulary  
Duckling 
Ugly 
Different  
Kind 
 
Genre  
Narrative  
 
GPAS 
Write a simple sentence that 
can be read by others  
 
 

Key Text  
Jack and The Beanstalk – Usborne 
 
Genre  
Narrative Retell- section  
 
GPAS 
Compound sentences with 
pronouns and personal pronouns 
 
 

Key Text  
Jack and The Beanstalk – Usborne 
 
Genre   
First Person Recount from the Giant  
 
GPAS 
Subordinating conjunctions ‘when, 
if, because’ 
 
Complex sentences 
 
 

Key Text  
The Lion and the Unicorn – Shirley 
Hughes 
 
Genre  
Diary entry  
 
GPAS 
Complex sentences  
 
 

Key Text  
The Lion and the Unicorn – Shirley 
Hughes 
 
Genre  
Diary entry over a series of days 
 
GPAS 
Paragraphing to develop around a 
main point 
 
To choose pronouns for clarity and 
cohesion 
 

5 Key Text  
Katie in London – James 
Mayhew  
Lion in Paris – Beatrice 
Alemanga  
The Emperor’s Egg -  Martin 
Jenkins  
Kira the Koala – Frances 
McKay   

Key Text  
Katie in London – James 
Mayhew  
Lion in Paris – Beatrice 
Alemanga  
The Emperor’s Egg -  Martin 
Jenkins  
Kira the Koala – Frances McKay   
Handa’s Surprise – Eileen 
Browne 

Key Text  
The Man on the Moon 
 
Genre  
Biography of the man on the 
moon- questions as subheadings 
  
 
GPAS 
Proper nouns and questions  

Key Text  
The Man on the Moon 
 
Genre  
Instructions on how to fly the 
rocket (consider layout- information 
text) 
 
GPAS 

Key Text  
Firebird - Saviour Pirotta  
 
Genre  
Non- chronological report  
 
GPAS 
Consolidation and application of 
the grammar skills that have been 
taught 

Key Text  
Firebird - Saviour Pirotta  
 
Genre  
Non- chronological report on a 
firebird 
 
GPAS 
Application of skills 
 



Handa’s Surprise – Eileen 
Browne 
 
Vocabulary  
Travel  
Landmark 
London  
Paris (may need to be France)  
Antarctica 
Australia  
Africa 
 
Genre  
Narrative  
 
GPAS 
Making marks with meaning  
Write some or all of their 
name  

 
Vocabulary  
Travel  
Landmark 
London  
Paris (may need to be France)  
Antarctica 
Australia  
Africa 
 
Genre  
Narrative  
 
GPAS 
Write a simple sentence that 
can be read by others with 
finger spaces  

 Subordinating conjunctions ‘when, 
if, because’ 
 
Complex sentences 
 
 

 
 

6 Key Text  
Billy’s Bucket – Kes Gray, Garry 
Parsons  
 Mad About Mini-Beasts   
Commotion in the Ocean – 
Giles Andrea   
 
Vocabulary  
Ocean  
Imagination  
Gift  
Careful 
 
Genre  
Narrative  
 
GPAS 
Making marks with meaning  
 
Use a comfortable grip with 
good control when holding 
pens and pencils  
  
Write some letters accurately  

Key Text  
Billy’s Bucket – Kes Gray, Garry 
Parsons  
 Mad About Mini-Beasts   
Commotion in the Ocean – Giles 
Andrea   
 
Vocabulary  
Ocean  
Imagination  
Gift  
Careful 
 
Genre  
Narrative  
 
GPAS 
Write a simple sentence that 
can be read by others with full 
stops  
 
 
 

Key Text  
The Day The Crayons Quit – Oliver 
Jeffers 
 
Genre  
Instructions  
 
GPAS 
Embedding Year 1 knowledge 
Time adverbials  
Questions marks  
Imperative verbs- exclamation 
marks 
  
 

Key Text  
The Day The Crayons Quit – Oliver 
Jeffers 
 
Genre  
Narrative letter 
 
GPAS 
Commas in lists 
Embed learning from Year 2 
 
 

Key Text  
The Pied Piper of Hamelin - Michael 
Morpurgo  
 
Genre  
Poetry  
 
GPAS 
Consolidation and application of 
the grammar skills that have been 
taught 
 
 

Key Text  
The Pied Piper of Hamelin - Michael 
Morpurgo  
 
Genre  
Poetry  
 
GPAS 
Application of skills 
 

 

 
ENGLISH WRITING CURRICULUM OVERVIEW 

YEAR B  
 



UNIT NURSERY RECEPTION YEAR 1 YEAR 2 YEAR 3 YEAR 4 

1 Key Text  
Owl Babies  
Can’t You Sleep Little Bear –  
Martin Waddell   
 
Vocabulary  
Nest 
Swoop 
Dark  
Worried 
 
Genre  
Narrative  
 
GPAS 
Use large-muscle movements 
to wave flags and streamers, 
paint and make marks  
 

Key Text  
Owl Babies  
Can’t You Sleep Little Bear –  
Martin Waddell   
 
Vocabulary  
Nest 
Swoop 
Dark  
Worried 
 
Genre  
Narrative  
 
GPAS 
Spell words by identifying 
sounds in them and 
representing the sounds with a 
letter or letter  
 

Key Text  
Meerkat Mail – Emily Gravett 
 
Genre 
Labels, lists, postcards, captions  
(focus on nouns) 
 
GPAS 
Revisit Reception GPS journey 
Nouns verbs 
Beginning to understand the 
features of a sentence 
Subject and verbs  
 
 

Key Text  
Meerkat Mail – Emily Gravett 
 
Genre  
Setting description  
 
GPAS 
Expanded noun phrases 
Build sentences using where 
 
 

Key Text  
Stone Age Boy – Satoshi Kitamura    
 
Genre  
Narrative retell from an alternative 
character/ perspective  
 
GPAS 
Year 2 recap of co-ordinating 
conjunctions and using ‘when’ ‘if’ 
and ‘because’ to extend sentences  
Co- ordinating ‘so’  
 
 

Key Text  
Stone Age Boy – Satoshi Kitamura    
 
Genre  
Narrative retell from an alternative 
character/ perspective  
 
GPAS 
Recap previous year group skills 
Using expanded noun phrases with 
modifying adjectives and 
prepositional phrases. 
 
 

2 Key Text  
The Gruffalo’s Child  
Stickman – Julia Donaldson   
 
Vocabulary  
Brave 
Shadow 
Winter 
Chase  
Drift 
 
Genre  
Narrative  
 
GPAS 
Making marks with meaning  
 
Print has meaning  
  
Show a preference for a 
dominant hand  

Key Text  
The Gruffalo’s Child  
Stickman – Julia Donaldson   
 
Vocabulary  
Brave 
Shadow 
Winter 
Chase  
Drift 
 
Genre  
Narrative  
 
GPAS 
Write simple words that can be 
read by others  
 
 

Key Text  
Little Red Riding Hood – Ladybird 
First Favourites 
 
Genre  
Instructions 
 
GPAS 
Simple sentences  
 
 
 

Key Text  
Little Red Riding Hood – Ladybird 
First Favourites 
 
Genre  
Character description of the wolf 
 
GPAS 
Compound sentences using ‘but’ 
and ‘or’ 
Revisit ‘and’ 
 

Key Text  
The Egyptian Cinderella – 
Shirley Climo   
 
Genre  
Opening that incorporates a sinister 
description   
 
GPAS 
Adverbs 
Adverbial phrases 
Fronted adverbials  
Expanding noun phrases using 
‘with’  
 

  

 

Key Text  
The Egyptian Cinderella – 
Shirley Climo   
 
Genre  
Non- chronological report (Egypt) 
 
GPAS 
Embed- Using expanded noun 
phrases with modifying adjectives 
and prepositional phrases. 
 
Paragraphing with a topic sentence 
 
 

3 Key Text  
Where our Wellies Take us? –  
Michael Morpurgo  
 
Vocabulary  
Travel 
Wander 
Meadow 

Key Text  
Where our Wellies Take us? –  
Michael Morpurgo  
 
Vocabulary  
Travel 
Wander 
Meadow 

Key Text  
The Queen’s Hat – Steve Antony  
 
Genre  
Narrative retell 
 
GPAS 
Adjectives 

Key Text  
Katie in London – James Mayhew  
 
Genre  
Information text on London  
 
GPAS 
Sentence types 

Key Text  
The Lost Happy Endings – Carol Ann 
Duffy  
 
Genre  
Build up and problem of the 
narrative 
 

Key Text  
The Lost Happy Endings – Carol Ann 
Duffy  
 
Genre  
Alternative ending  
 
GPAS 



Stream 
 
Genre  
Narrative  
 
GPAS 
Making marks with meaning  
 
Print can have different 
purposes  

Stream 
 
Genre  
Narrative  
 
GPAS 
Write simple phrases that can 
be read by others  
 
 

Proper nouns  
(embedding simple sentences) 
 
 

Command 
Statements 
Exclamation  
Revisit question marks/ 
exclamation marks 

 

 

GPAS 
Using direct speech 
Understand that it can show 
character 
  
 
 

Use direct speech to show character 
and move events forward 
 
Paragraphing to develop around a 
main point 
 
To choose pronouns for clarity and 
cohesion  
 

4 Key Text  
The Ugly Duckling  
The Little Red Hen – Ladybirds 
First Favourites 
 
Vocabulary  
Duckling 
Ugly 
Different  
Kind 
 
Genre  
Narrative  
 
GPAS 
Making marks with meaning  
 
Use some of their print and 
letter knowledge in their early 
writing. For example: writing a 
pretend shopping list that 
starts at the top of the page; 
writing ‘m’ for mummy  

Key Text  
The Ugly Duckling  
The Little Red Hen – Ladybirds 
First Favourites 
 
Vocabulary  
Duckling 
Ugly 
Different  
Kind 
 
Genre  
Narrative  
 
GPAS 
Write a simple sentence that 
can be read by others  
 
 
 

Key Text  
Oliver and Patch – Claire 
Freedman   
 
Genre  
Diary  
 
GPAS 
Compound sentences with 
pronouns and personal pronouns 
 
 

Key Text  
Oliver and Patch – Claire 
Freedman   
 
Genre  
First person recount 
 
GPAS 
Subordinating conjunctions ‘when, 
if, because’ 
 
Complex sentences 
 
   
 

Key Text  
Book Eating Boy 
 
Genre  
Explanation text- digestive system 
 
GPAS 
Complex sentences  
 
 

Key Text  
Book Eating Boy 
 
Genre 
Diary from Henry’s perspective  
 
 
GPAS 
Paragraphing to develop around a 
main point 
 
To choose pronouns for clarity and 
cohesion 
 
 

5 Key Text  
Katie in London – James 
Mayhew  
Lion in Paris – Beatrice 
Alemanga  
The Emperor’s Egg -  Martin 
Jenkins  
Kira the Koala – Frances 
McKay   
Handa’s Surprise – Eileen 
Browne 
 
Vocabulary  
Travel  
Landmark 
London  
Paris (may need to be France)  
Antarctica 

Key Text  
Katie in London – James 
Mayhew  
Lion in Paris – Beatrice 
Alemanga  
The Emperor’s Egg -  Martin 
Jenkins  
Kira the Koala – Frances McKay   
Handa’s Surprise – Eileen 
Browne 
 
Vocabulary  
Travel  
Landmark 
London  
Paris (may need to be France)  
Antarctica 
Australia  

Key Text  
Traction Man 
 
Genre  
Character description- change 
character to another outfit  
 
GPAS 
Proper nouns and questions  
 
 

Key Text  
Traction Man 
 
Genre  
Narrative retell 
 
GPAS 
Subordinating conjunctions ‘when, 
if, because’ 
 
Complex sentences 
 
 

Key Text  
Escape from Pompeii – 
Christina Balit    
 
Genre  
Newspaper report on the events as 
they unfolded  
 
GPAS 
Consolidation and application of 
the grammar skills that have been 
taught 
 
 

Key Text  
Escape from Pompeii – 
Christina Balit    
 
Genre  
Write an opening  
 
GPAS 
Application of skills 
 
 



Australia  
Africa 
 
Genre  
Narrative  
 
GPAS 
Making marks with meaning  
Write some or all of their 
name 

Africa 
 
Genre  
Narrative  
 
GPAS 
Write a simple sentence that 
can be read by others with 
finger spaces  
 
 

6 Key Text  
Billy’s Bucket – Kes Gray, Garry 
Parsons  
 Mad About Mini-Beasts   
Commotion in the Ocean – 
Giles Andrea   
 
Vocabulary  
Ocean  
Imagination  
Gift  
Careful 
 
Genre  
Narrative  
 
GPAS 
Making marks with meaning  
 
Use a comfortable grip with 
good control when holding 
pens and pencils  
  
Write some letters accurately  

Key Text  
Billy’s Bucket – Kes Gray, Garry 
Parsons  
 Mad About Mini-Beasts   
Commotion in the Ocean – Giles 
Andrea   
 
Vocabulary  
Ocean  
Imagination  
Gift  
Careful 
 
Genre  
Narrative  
 
GPAS 
Write a simple sentence that 
can be read by others with full 
stops  
 
 

Key Text  
Bog Baby – Jeanne Willis  
 
Genre  
Instructions on how to make a 
habitat for a Bog Baby 
Fact file for an amphibian  
 
GPAS 
Embedding Year 1 knowledge 
Time adverbials  
Questions marks  
Imperative verbs- exclamation 
marks 
 
 
 

Key Text  
Bog Baby – Jeanne Willis  
 
Genre  
Narrative letter 
 
GPAS 
Commas in lists 
Embed learning from Year 2 
 
 
 

Key Text  
Cloud Tea Monkeys 
   
Genre  
Poetry  
 
GPAS 
Consolidation and application of 
the grammar skills that have been 
taught 
 
 

Key Text  
Cloud Tea Monkeys 
  
Genre  
Poetry 
 
GPAS 
Application of skills 
 
 

 


