NURSERY

RECEPTION

ENGLISH READING CURRICULUM OVERVIEW
YEAR A

Key Text

Owl Babies

Can’t You Sleep Little Bear —
Martin Waddell

Vocabulary
Nest
Swoop
Dark
Worried

Reading Skill

Begin to develop complex
stories using small world
equipment like animal sets,
dolls and dolls houses etc.

Key Text

Owl Babies

Can’t You Sleep Little Bear —
Martin Waddell

Vocabulary
Nest
Swoop
Dark
Worried

Reading Skill

Demonstrate understanding of
what has been read to them by
retelling stories and narratives
using their own words and
recently introduced vocabulary

Key Text
The Billy Goat’s Gruff — Ladybirds
First Favourites

Vocabulary
Troll
Pasture
Charged
Defeat

Reading Skill
Discuss the significance of the title
and events

Recognise and joining in with
predictable phrase

Become very familiar with key
stories, fairy stories and traditional
tales, retelling them and
considering their characteristics

Key Text
The Billy Goat’s Gruff — Ladybirds
First Favourites

Vocabulary
Troll
Pasture
Charged
Defeat

Reading Skill

Become increasingly familiar with
and retelling a wider range of
stories, fairy stories and traditional
tales

Discuss and clarifying the meanings
of words, linking new meanings to
known vocabulary

Recognising simple recurring
literacy language in stories and
poetry

Key Text
The Three Little Wolves and the Big
Bag Pig — Eugene Trivizas

Vocabulary
Dynamite
Blowtorch
Demolish
Gentle

Reading Skill

Draw on inferences, such as
inferring characters’ feelings,
thoughts and motives from their
actions, and justifying inferences
with evidence

Identify main ideas drawn from
more than one paragraph and
summarising these

Key Text
The Three Little Wolves and the Big
Bag Pig — Eugene Trivizas

Vocabulary
Dynamite
Blowtorch
Demolish
Gentle

Reading Skill

Draw on inferences, such as inferring
characters’ feelings, thoughts and
motives from their actions, and
justifying inferences with evidence

Identify main ideas drawn from more
than one paragraph and summarising
these

Key Text
The Gruffalo’s Child
Stickman — Julia Donaldson

Vocabulary
Brave
Shadow
Winter
Chase
Drift

Reading Skill

Engage in extended
conversations about stories,
learning new vocabulary

Key Text
The Gruffalo’s Child
Stickman — Julia Donaldson

Vocabulary
Brave
Shadow
Winter
Chase

Drift

Reading Skill

Demonstrate understanding of
what has been read to them by
retelling stories and narratives
using their own words and
recently introduced vocabulary

Key Text
Pumpkin Soup —
Helen Cooper

Vocabulary
Recipe
Cabin
Lonely
Cosy

Reading Skill

Discuss word meanings, linking
new meanings to those already
known

Key Text
Pumpkin Soup —
Helen Cooper

The Sound Collector — Roger
McGough

Vocabulary
Recipe
Cabin
Lonely
Cosy

Reading Skill

Build up a repertoire of poems
learnt by heart, appreciating these
and reciting some, with
appropriate intonation to make the
meaning clear

Key Text
The Pied Piper of Hamelin - Michael
Morpurgo

Vocabulary
Mayor
Infestation
Plague
Swarm

Reading Skill

Enjoy and become familiar with a
wide range of books, including fairy
stories, myths and legends, and
retelling some of these orally

Prepare poems and play scripts to
read aloud and to perform,
showing understanding through

Key Text
The Pied Piper of Hamelin - Michael
Morpurgo

Vocabulary
Mayor
Infestation
Plague
Swarm

Reading Skill

Enjoy and become familiar with a
wide range of books, including fairy
stories, myths and legends, and
retelling some of these orally

Prepare poems and play scripts to
read aloud and to perform, showing




Anticipate (where appropriate)
key events in stories

Discuss what | understand of
books, poems and other material,
both of what | listen to and those
that | read myself

intonation, tone, volume and
action

understanding through intonation,
tone, volume and action

Key Text
Where our Wellies Take us? —
Michael Morpurgo

Vocabulary
Travel
Wander
Meadow
Stream

Reading Skill

Engage in extended
conversations about stories,
learning new vocabulary

Having the knowledge that
books are read from left to
right and top to bottom

Key Text
Where our Wellies Take us? —
Michael Morpurgo

Vocabulary
Travel
Wander
Meadow
Stream

Reading Skill

Demonstrate understanding of
what has been read to them by
retelling stories and narratives
using their own words and
recently introduced vocabulary

Anticipate (where appropriate)
key events in stories

Key Text
The Leopards Drum — Jessica
Souhami

Vocabulary
Jungle
Echo
Curious
Generous

Reading Skill
Predict what might happen on the
basis of what has been read so far

Draw on what | already know or on
background information and
vocabulary provided by the
teacher (Kenya)

Participate in discussion about
what is read to me, taking turns
and listening to what others say

Key Text
The Leopards Drum — Jessica
Souhami

Vocabulary
Jungle
Echo
Curious
Generous

Reading Skill
Predict what might happen on the
basis of what has been read so far

Participate in discussion about
books, poems and other works that
| read and that are read to me,
taking turns and listening to what
others say

Draw on what | already know or on
background information and
vocabulary provided by the teacher
(Kenya)

Being introduced to non-fiction
books that are structured in
different ways

Key Text
The Tunnel — Anthony Browne

Vocabulary
Mischief
Anxious
Regret
Isolation

Reading Skill

Participate in discussion about both
books that | read and are read to
me

Take it in turns and listening to
what others say

Ask questions to improve my
understanding of a text

Key Text
The Tunnel — Anthony Browne

Vocabulary
Mischief
Anxious
Regret
Isolation

Reading Skill
Participate in discussion about both
books that | read and are read to me

Take it in turns and listening to what
others say

Ask questions to improve my
understanding of a text

Key Text

The Ugly Duckling

The Little Red Hen — Ladybirds
First Favourites

Vocabulary
Duckling
Ugly
Different
Kind

Genre

Reading Skill

Key Text

The Ugly Duckling

The Little Red Hen — Ladybirds
First Favourites

Vocabulary
Duckling
Ugly
Different
Kind

Reading Skill

Demonstrate understanding of
what has been read to them by
retelling stories and narratives

Key Text
Jack and The Beanstalk — Usborne

Vocabulary
Giant
Trade
Greedy
Harp

Reading Skill
Make inferences on the basis of
what is being said and done

Explain clearly my understanding
of what is read to me

Key Text
Jack and The Beanstalk — Usborne

Vocabulary
Giant
Trade
Greedy
Harp

Reading Skill

Make inferences on the basis of
what is being said and done

How to answer and ask questions

Key Text
The Lion and the Unicorn — Shirley
Hughes

Vocabulary
Unicorn
Conflict
Sympathy
Peace

Reading Skill

Discuss words and phrases that
capture the reader’s interest and
imagination

Key Text
The Lion and the Unicorn — Shirley
Hughes

Vocabulary
Unicorn
Conflict
Sympathy
Peace

Reading Skill

Discuss words and phrases that
capture the reader’s interest and
imagination




Engage in extended
conversations about stories,
learning new vocabulary

Name the different parts of a
book

using their own words and
recently introduced vocabulary

Anticipate (where appropriate)
key events in stories

Check that the text makes sense by
discussing my understanding of the
text and explaining the meaning of
words in context

Retrieve and record information
from non-fiction

Check that the text makes sense by
discussing my understanding of the
text and explaining the meaning of
words in context

Retrieve and record information from
non-fiction

Key Text

Katie in London — James
Mayhew

Lion in Paris — Beatrice
Alemanga

The Emperor’s Egg - Martin
Jenkins

Kira the Koala — Frances
McKay

Handa’s Surprise — Eileen
Browne

Vocabulary

Travel

Landmark

London

Paris (may need to be France)
Antarctica

Australia

Africa

Reading Skill

Engage in extended
conversations about stories,
learning new vocabulary

Turn the pages in a book

Key Text

Katie in London — James
Mayhew

Lion in Paris — Beatrice
Alemanga

The Emperor’s Egg - Martin
Jenkins

Kira the Koala — Frances McKay
Handa’s Surprise — Eileen
Browne

Vocabulary

Travel

Landmark

London

Paris (may need to be France)
Antarctica

Australia

Africa

Reading Skill

Use and understand recently
introduced vocabulary during
discussions about stories,
nonfiction, rhymes and poems
and during role play

Anticipate (where appropriate)
key events in stories

Key Text
The Way Back Home —Oliver Jeffers

Vocabulary
Engine

Fear
Darkness
Companion

Reading Skill
Compare my experiences to what |
have read

Key Text
The Way Back Home —Oliver Jeffers

Vocabulary
Engine
Fear
Darkness
Companion

Reading Skill

Discuss the sequence of events in
books and how items of
information are related

Discuss my favourite words and
phrases

Key Text
Firebird - Saviour Pirotta

Vocabulary
Tsar

Quest
Majestic
Radiant
Slumbering
Treacherous

Reading Skill

Know how to recognising some
different forms of poetry [for
example, free verse, narrative
poetry]

Key Text
Firebird - Saviour Pirotta

Vocabulary
Tsar

Quest
Majestic
Radiant
Slumbering
Treacherous

Reading Skill

Know how to recognising some
different forms of poetry [for
example, free verse, narrative
poetry]

Key Text

Billy’s Bucket — Kes Gray, Garry
Parsons

Mad About Mini-Beasts
Commotion in the Ocean —
Giles Andrea

Vocabulary
Ocean
Imagination
Gift

Careful

Reading Skill

Key Text

Billy’s Bucket — Kes Gray, Garry
Parsons

Mad About Mini-Beasts
Commotion in the Ocean — Giles
Andrea

Vocabulary
Ocean
Imagination
Gift

Careful

Reading Skill

Key Text
The Day The Crayons Quit — Oliver
Jeffers

Vocabulary
Complaint
Overworked
Harmony
Whine

Reading Skill

Check that the text makes sense to
me as | read

Self-correct when | am reading

Key Text
The Day The Crayons Quit — Oliver
Jeffers

Vocabulary
Complaint
Overworked
Harmony
Whine

Reading Skill

Check that the text makes sense as
| read, and | can self-correct when
reading aloud

Key Text
The Great Kapok Tree - Lynne
Cherry

Vocabulary
Extinction
Ecosystems
Deforestation
Ancestors

Reading Skill
Use a dictionary to check the
meaning of words that | have read

Key Text
The Great Kapok Tree - Lynne Cherry

Vocabulary
Extinction
Ecosystems
Deforestation
Ancestors

Reading Skill
Use a dictionary to check the
meaning of words that | have read




Engage in extended
conversations about stories,
learning new vocabulary

Beginning to recognise SATPIN

Use and understand recently
introduced vocabulary during
discussions about stories,
nonfiction, rhymes and poems
and during role play

Anticipate (where appropriate)

key events in stories

NURSERY

ENGLISH READING CURRICULUM OVERVIEW
YEAR B

YEAR 2

Key Text

Owl Babies

Can’t You Sleep Little Bear —
Martin Waddell

Vocabulary
Nest
Swoop
Dark
Worried

Reading Skill

Begin to develop complex
stories using small world
equipment like animal sets,
dolls and dolls houses etc.

RECEPTION YEAR 1

Key Text

Owl Babies

Can’t You Sleep Little Bear —
Martin Waddell

Vocabulary
Nest
Swoop
Dark
Worried

Reading Skill

Demonstrate understanding of
what has been read to them by
retelling stories and narratives
using their own words and
recently introduced vocabulary

Key Text
Bog Baby —
Jeanne Willis

Vocabulary
Dell
Newt

Boggy
Blabbed

Reading Skill
Discuss the significance of the title
and events

Discuss word meanings, linking
new meanings to those already
known

Key Text
Bog Baby —
Jeanne Willis

Vocabulary
Dell
Newt

Boggy
Blabbed

Reading Skill

Discuss and clarifying the meanings
of words, linking new meanings to
known vocabulary

Key Text
The Lost Happy Endings — Carol Ann
Duffy

Vocabulary
Twilight
Gnarled
Hag
Shrieked

Reading Skill

Draw on inferences, such as
inferring characters’ feelings,
thoughts and motives from their
actions, and justifying inferences
with evidence

Identify main ideas drawn from
more than one paragraph and
summarising these

Key Text
The Lost Happy Endings — Carol Ann
Duffy

Vocabulary
Twilight
Gnarled
Hag
Shrieked

Reading Skill

Draw on inferences, such as inferring
characters’ feelings, thoughts and
motives from their actions, and
justifying inferences with evidence

Identify main ideas drawn from more
than one paragraph and summarising
these

Key Text
The Gruffalo’s Child
Stickman — Julia Donaldson

Vocabulary
Brave
Shadow
Winter
Chase
Drift

Reading Skill

Key Text
The Gruffalo’s Child
Stickman — Julia Donaldson

Vocabulary
Brave
Shadow
Winter
Chase

Drift

Reading Skill

Key Text
Little Red Riding Hood — Ladybird
First Favourites

Vocabulary
Gobbled
Stumbled
Cunning

‘in one bound’

Reading Skill

Key Text
Little Red Riding Hood — Ladybird
First Favourites

The Sound Collector — Roger
McGough

Vocabulary
Gobbled
Stumbled
Cunning

‘in one bound’

Key Text
Stone Age Boy — Satoshi Kitamura

Vocabulary
Prehistoric
Primitive
Tribe
Tames

Reading Skill

Key Text
Stone Age Boy — Satoshi Kitamura

Vocabulary
Prehistoric
Primitive
Tribe
Tames

Reading Skill
Participate in discussion about both
books that | read and are read to me




Engage in extended
conversations about stories,
learning new vocabulary

Demonstrate understanding of
what has been read to them by
retelling stories and narratives
using their own words and
recently introduced vocabulary

Anticipate (where appropriate)
key events in stories

Become very familiar with key
stories, fairy stories and traditional
tales, retelling them and
considering their characteristics

Recognise and joining in with
predictable phrase

Genre

Reading Skill

Become increasingly familiar with
and retelling a wider range of
stories, fairy stories and traditional
tales

Build up a repertoire of poems
learnt by heart, appreciating these
and reciting some, with
appropriate intonation to make the
meaning clear

Discuss what | understand of
books, poems and other material,
both of what I listen to and those
that | read myself

Participate in discussion about both
books that | read and are read to
me

Retrieve and record information
from non-fiction

Retrieve and record information from
non-fiction

Key Text
Where our Wellies Take us? —
Michael Morpurgo

Vocabulary
Travel
Wander
Meadow
Stream

Reading Skill

Engage in extended
conversations about stories,
learning new vocabulary

Having the knowledge that
books are read from left to
right and top to bottom

Key Text
Where our Wellies Take us? —
Michael Morpurgo

Vocabulary
Travel
Wander
Meadow
Stream

Reading Skill

Demonstrate understanding of
what has been read to them by
retelling stories and narratives
using their own words and
recently introduced vocabulary

Anticipate (where appropriate)
key events in stories

Key Text
The Queen’s Hat — Steve Antony

Vocabulary
Guard
Caught
Soared
Majesty

Reading Skill
Predict what might happen on the
basis of what has been read so far

Draw on what | already know or on
background information and
vocabulary provided by the
teacher (London/GFOL)

Participate in discussion about
what is read to me, taking turns
and listening to what others say

Key Text
Katie in London —James Mayhew

Vocabulary
Adventure
Famous
Tour
Monument

Reading Skill
Predict what might happen on the
basis of what has been read so far

Participate in discussion about
books, poems and other works that
| read and that are read to me,
taking turns and listening to what
others say

Draw on what | already know or on
background information and
vocabulary provided by the teacher
(London/GFOL)

Key Text
The Egyptian Cinderella —
Shirley Climo

Vocabulary
Opulent
Divine
Embroidered
Benevolent

Reading Skill

Identify how language, structure,
and presentation contribute to
meaning

Key Text
The Egyptian Cinderella —
Shirley Climo

Vocabulary
Opulent
Divine
Embroidered
Benevolent

Reading Skill
Predict what might happen from
details stated and implied

Identify how language, structure, and
presentation contribute to meaning

Key Text

The Ugly Duckling

The Little Red Hen — Ladybirds
First Favourites

Vocabulary
Duckling

Key Text

The Ugly Duckling

The Little Red Hen — Ladybirds
First Favourites

Vocabulary
Duckling

Key Text
Oliver and Patch — Claire
Freedman

Vocabulary
Glistened
Dusk

Key Text
Oliver and Patch — Claire
Freedman

Vocabulary
Glistened
Dusk

Key Text
The Tin Forest — Helen Ward

Vocabulary
Barren
Desolate
Wistful

Key Text
The Tin Forest — Helen Ward

Vocabulary
Barren
Desolate
Wistful




Ugly
Different
Kind

Reading Skill

Engage in extended
conversations about stories,
learning new vocabulary

Name the different parts of a
book

Ugly
Different
Kind

Reading Skill

Demonstrate understanding of
what has been read to them by
retelling stories and narratives
using their own words and
recently introduced vocabulary

Anticipate (where appropriate)
key events in stories

Glanced
Restless

Reading Skill
Make inferences on the basis of
what is being said and done

Explain clearly my understanding
of what is read to me

Glanced
Restless

Reading Skill
Make inferences on the basis of
what is being said and done

How to answer and ask questions

Mirage

Reading Skill

Discuss words and phrases that
capture the reader’s interest and
imagination

Check that the text makes sense by
discussing my understanding of the
text and explaining the meaning of
words in context

Ask questions to improve my
understanding of a text

Mirage

Reading Skill

Discuss words and phrases that
capture the reader’s interest and
imagination

Check that the text makes sense by
discussing my understanding of the
text and explaining the meaning of
words in context

Ask questions to improve my
understanding of a text

Key Text

Katie in London — James
Mayhew

Lion in Paris — Beatrice
Alemanga

The Emperor’s Egg - Martin
Jenkins

Kira the Koala — Frances
McKay

Handa’s Surprise — Eileen
Browne

Vocabulary

Travel

Landmark

London

Paris (may need to be France)
Antarctica

Australia

Africa

Reading Skill

Engage in extended
conversations about stories,
learning new vocabulary

Turn the pages in a book

Key Text

Katie in London — James
Mayhew

Lion in Paris — Beatrice
Alemanga

The Emperor’s Egg - Martin
Jenkins

Kira the Koala — Frances McKay
Handa’s Surprise — Eileen
Browne

Vocabulary

Travel

Landmark

London

Paris (may need to be France)
Antarctica

Australia

Africa

Reading Skill

Use and understand recently
introduced vocabulary during
discussions about stories,
nonfiction, rhymes and poems
and during role play

Anticipate (where appropriate)
key events in stories

Key Text
Beegu — Alexis Deacon

Vocabulary
Rejected
Curious
Misunderstood
Belong

Reading Skill

Check that the text makes sense to
me as | read

Self-correct when | am reading

Key Text
Beegu — Alexis Deacon

Vocabulary
Rejected
Curious
Misunderstood
Belong

Reading Skill

Check that the text makes sense as
| read, and | can self-correct when
reading aloud

Key Text
Escape from Pompeii —
Christina Balit

Vocabulary
Eruption
Flee

Tragic
Evacuate

Reading Skill

Prepare poems and play scripts to
read aloud and to perform,
showing understanding through
intonation, tone, volume and
action

Take it in turns and listening to
what others say

Key Text
Escape from Pompeii —
Christina Balit

Vocabulary
Eruption
Flee

Tragic
Evacuate

Reading Skill

Prepare poems and play scripts to
read aloud and to perform, showing
understanding through intonation,
tone, volume and action

Take it in turns and listening to what
others say

Key Text

Billy’s Bucket — Kes Gray, Garry
Parsons

Mad About Mini-Beasts
Commotion in the Ocean —
Giles Andrea

Key Text

Billy’s Bucket — Kes Gray, Garry
Parsons

Mad About Mini-Beasts
Commotion in the Ocean — Giles
Andrea

Key Text
Meerkat Mail — Emily Gravett

Vocabulary
Meerkat
Environment
Decision

Key Text
Meerkat Mail — Emily Gravett

Vocabulary
Meerkat
Environment
Decision

Key Text
| am a Roman Soldier — Josiah
Wedgwood

Foot Soldier’s Song by Pamela
Gillian

Key Text
| am a Roman Soldier — Josiah
Wedgwood

Foot Soldier’s Song by Pamela Gillian

Vocabulary




Vocabulary

Ocean

Imagination

Gift

Careful

Reading Skill
Engage in extended

conversations about stories,
learning new vocabulary

Beginning to recognise SATPIN

Vocabulary
Ocean
Imagination
Gift

Careful

Reading Skill

Use and understand recently
introduced vocabulary during
discussions about stories,
nonfiction, rhymes and poems
and during role play

Anticipate (where appropriate)
key events in stories

Homesick

Reading Skill
Compare my experiences to what |
have read

Homesick

Reading Skill

Discuss the sequence of events in
books and how items of
information are related

Discuss my favourite words and
phrases

Vocabulary
Legion
Centurion
Gladiator
Scutum

Reading Skill

Know how to recognising some
different forms of poetry [for
example, free verse, narrative
poetry]

Legion
Centurion
Gladiator
Scutum

Reading Skill

Know how to recognising some
different forms of poetry [for
example, free verse, narrative poetry]




