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| write this newsletter as we approach the end of our first two weeks of the new school academic year, and what a
wonderful two weeks they have been! We are so proud of how well the children have settled into their new classes,
including our new to school children in Nursery and Reception.

We are also extremely proud of how well our Year 4 leavers have transitioned into life at the Middle School.
Chaplain Pam went to visit the Middle School for the first two days and returned full of praise for the way in which
she had observed the children using our first school Christian values in action to enable them to adapt and flourish in
their new routines and surroundings.

At the start of each school year, our worship always begins by focusing on our school motto:
Learning and caring together...’they will flourish in the courts of our God’ (Psalm 92:13)

We reflect on how, in the Bible, the palm trees and Cedars of Lebanon flourished by having good, strong roots which
enabled them to grow tall and strong. Likewise, if we have our school Christian values at the root of all we do, then
we will grow to be strong people who flourish in our world. Alongside this, we recall the parable of ‘The Wise and
Foolish Builders’ and how, like the wise builder, we should be building our lives on our Christian values and wise
choices.

s We have also shared the story of ‘God’s Dream’; a wonderful story which tells of what God
dreams of for his world, emphasising the message of love, forgiveness and that we are all
brothers and sisters despite our differences.

As we look ahead to learning, caring and flourishing in our new school year, we’d like to take
time to share and celebrate some of the achievements from the end of the last school year.
Our KS2 had a very busy final term rehearsing and performing a production of ‘Joseph and His
Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat’. Children and staff, including our after-school music, art
and photography clubs, Brambles and the PTFA, all contributed to making this production a wonderful success.

From the actors, singers and dancers through to the backstage team, all children took on huge responsibility for their
roles and they all performed excellently.

Our Year 4 Leavers’ Service, planned and led by the children, was a wonderful celebration of their time here at St
Edward’s. They shared the story of Jesus walking on the water reflecting on how, just as Jesus held out his hand to
help Peter, he will hold his hand out to help us too, and that there will be other people along the way who will be
ready to hold out their hands to guide, encourage and help us when we are afraid or are finding things difficult. We
were delighted to share this service with Reverend Henry and are very much looking forward to working with
Reverend Henry in enabling our school and church communities to learn, care and flourish together. As we
welcomed Reverend Henry, we also said a very special goodbye and thank you to Reverend Eleanor from the
Methodist Circuit who has greatly contributed to our Christian Distinctiveness journey at St Edward’s. We wish
Reverend Eleanor every blessing as she begins her retirement.

We look forward to continuing to share news of school life ‘in all its fullness’ (John 10:10) during this next academic
year as,
Learning and caring together...’they will flourish in the courts of our God’. (Psalm 92:13)



