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Despite the cold, wintery weather that January brought, our commitment to being an ‘all-weather school’
means that our outdoor areas have been frequently accessed, providing the children with lots of
opportunities to observe and discuss the seasonal and weather changes.

Our Nursery and Reception classes have been discussing what animal/s could have made the prints we
found and then made their own prints with their wellies. We have also investigated freezing and melting
by leaving objects in trays of water overnight, then observing the ice turn back to water as it melted during
the following day.

Every Friday, our Early Years children experience ‘Forestry Friday’ where we visit
our school forestry area. This half term, they have used teamwork to create
large bird’s nests and have used natural S &7 * W
materials from the forest floor to create
portraits.

Further up the school, our KS2 children
have used the intricacies of weaving and
fine motor skills to create tree looms in / - !
the forest area. Our after school KS1 Forestry Club have been learning how to
use tools safely when whittling sticks in preparation for toasting marshmallows.

On the subject of our after school clubs, we offer a range of clubs based on the children’s ideas and
interests such as art and craft, cooking, music, choir, sports, forestry, computing, and have recently
introduced a woodwork club. All of our clubs have an end point outcome/presentation/performance to
celebrate what has been achieved within the club each term.

Our final week of this first spring half term had much to celebrate. On Tuesday 6™ February, we celebrated
Safer Internet Day. We looked at how the internet has changed and ways in which we can keep safe
online. We looked at what we can do if things change online and children thought about what they would
doif...

1) they were asked for money online

2) the settings on a game changed

3) what they were watching made them feel worried or scared

Most importantly, we thought about telling a trusted adult if something changes when we are online.

Our youngest children learnt the rhyme, “Before you click, click, click, you need to think, think, think and
tell someone.”

h MMA We also celebrated Children’s Mental Health Week. The theme this year was ‘My
€ sz.\Il_gLCé' 3 Voice Matters’ which was all about empowering children and young people by
: providing them with the tools they need to express themselves. On Friday 9t
e\ w February, we supported this by inviting the children to come to school dressed in
whatever makes them happy and we all shared something we are proud of to help us celebrate ourselves
and each other.



