St Edward’s CE Academy Cheddleton
Community Newsletter December 2023 & January 2024

Happy New Year from everyone at SEAC! We hope you all had a lovely Christmas. We'd like to begin our
newsletter by reflecting upon the Christmas celebrations we shared as a school at the end of last term.

Our ‘Songbirds’ (School Choir) began the Christmas festivities by performing as part of a joint choir with
other schools from within Stoke-on-Trent at The Victoria Hall, Hanley. They not only sounded beautiful,
but also demonstrated excellent attitudes throughout the morning rehearsal and evening concert. Our
school Christian values were most definitely seen in action during this event.

Our school Christmas Fayre proved to be a fantastic, community event which raised important funds to
help us provide the ‘extras’ our children receive. For example, PTFA funding was used to subsidise a whole
school trip to see ‘The Nutcracker’ at The New Vic Theatre. We all thoroughly enjoyed the performance
and what a wonderful opportunity to experience live theatre in the round.

Our Early Years children (Nursery and Reception) performed ‘Our First Nativity’ in school. They made us all
so proud with their super singing and clear speaking. Some of our Early Years children and their older
siblings led the Christmas Crib Service in church on Sunday 10" December. As the older children read parts
of the Christmas story, the Early Years children created a tableau of the nativity scene in costume and sang
songs from our school Nativity production.

During the last week of the school term, we celebrated our ,}
very own ‘Christmas Eve’ and ‘Christmas Day’ together.
For ‘Christmas Eve’, we wore our pyjamas to school and
began the day by gathering together in the hall to listen to
‘The Night before Christmas’. At the end of the day, we

« iR held ‘Carols around the tree’ outside led by our Songbirds
and featurlng our school Music Club playing ‘Jingle Bells’ on the handbells. For ‘Christmas Day’ we wore
Christmas jumpers, shared Christmas dinner, had a special visit from Santa and held parties in our
classrooms.

A wonderful time was shared by all and certainly got us all into the spirit of Christmas!

We have all now settled back into school life and routines at the start of this new year and new school
term. We have welcomed our new January intake to our Nursery who have started in our ‘Caterpillars’
room and who will then progress into our ‘Butterflies’. They have settled so well into their new
environment and we are very proud of our Butterflies’ Class who have been such good role models and
who have displayed such kindness and compassion to their new friends. A super start to the new year!

As we begin 2024, we look forward to sharing news of school life, as through the words of our school
motto,
‘Learning and caring together...’they will flourish in the courts of our God’. (Psalm 92:13)



