
                                        
UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD - EYFS CURRICULUM OVERVIEW 

 

Unit YEAR B 
2022-2023 

Development Matters 

3-4 Years Reception 
1 All About Me 

Family Trees – YN Who lives in my 
house.  YR Extended family  
Introduce history timeline 
Our farming community – Harvest. 

• Use all their senses in 
hands-on exploration 
of natural materials. 

• Explore collections of 
materials and similar 
and/or different 
properties. 

• Talk about what they 
see, using a wide 
vocabulary. 

• Begin to make sense 
of their own life-story 
and family’s history 
(PP) 

• Show interest in 
different occupations. 
(PCC) 

• Explore how things 
work 

• Plant seeds and care 
for growing plants. 
(NW) 

• Understand the key 
features of the life 
cycle of a plant and 
an animal (NW) 

• Begin to understand 
the need to respect 
and care for the 
environment and all 
living things (NW) 

• Explore and talk 
about different forces 
they can feel (NW) 

• Talk about the 
differences between 
materials and the 
changes they notice. 
(NW) 

• Continue developing 
positive attitudes 
about the differences 

• Talk about members 
of their immediate 
family and 
community. (PCC/PP) 

• Name and describe 
people who are 
familiar to them. 
(PCC/PP) 

• Comment on images 
of familiar situations 
in the past. (PP) 

• Compare and 
contrast characters 
from stories, 
including figures from 
the past (PP) 

• Draw information 
from a simple map 
(PCC) 

• Understand that 
some places are 
special to members 
of their community 
(PCC) 

• Recognise that 
people have different 
beliefs and celebrate 
special times in 
different ways. (PCC) 

• Explore the natural 
world around them. 
(NW) 

• Describe what they 
seem hear and feel 
whilst outside (NW) 

• Recognise some 
environments that 
are different to the 
one in which they live 
(PCC/NW) 

• Understand the effect 
of the changing 

2 People who help us 
School Community and Emergency 
Services. 

3 RE – Creation/God – Why is the 
word God so imp 

4 Autumn – signs of autumn. 
Animal habitats, hibernation. 

5 Diwali 
The story of Rama and Sita 

6 Bonfire Night (Guy Fawkes) 
The Story of Guy Fawkes and the 
Houses of Parliament.  

7 
 

Remembrance Day  
Why do we celebrate 
Remembrance Day every year on 
the 11th Day of the 11th Month at 
the 11th hour? 

8 RE – incarnation -Why do Christians 
perform Nativity plays at 
Christmas? 

9 Around the world in just one term 
Maps, countries – UK, France, 
China, Africa, Antarctica and 
Australia – explore – weather, 
housing, cultures, traditions, food, 
animals, transport. 

10 RE – Why are some stories special? 

11 Winter – explore the change in 
season, weather, animal habitats, 
ice and snow (changes of state) 

12 Chinese New Year – Story of The 
Great Race – Why and how to 
people celebrate in this country and 
around the world. 

13 Mother’s Day 
Why do we celebrate Mother’s 
Day? 

14 Spring - explore the change in 
season, weather, animal life cycles 
(chicks hatch in school), planting 
and growing bulbs and seeds. 



15 RE – SALVATION – Why do 
Christians put a cross in the Easter 
garden? 

between people. 
(PCC) 

• Know that there are 
different countries in 
the world and talk 
about the differences 
they have 
experienced or seen 
in pictures (PCC) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

seasons on the 
natural world around 
them (NW) 

 
 

16 Traditional Tales – animals and 
plants in stories  

17 RE – What happens in our Church? 

18 Summer - explore the change in 
season, weather, animal life cycles 
(butterflies hatch in school), nature 
walk – compare how the trees have 
changed overtime. 

19 Olympics/Football/Sports Day – 
explore flags, countries using maps, 
internet and stories. 

20 RE – What makes every person 
special, unique and important? 

Unit YEAR A 
2023-2024 

                                                Development Matters 

3-4 years Reception 

1 
 
 
 

All About Me 
Family Trees – YN Who lives in my 
house.  YR Extended family  
Introduce history timeline 
Our farming community – Harvest. 

• Use all their senses in 
hands-on exploration 
of natural materials. 

• Explore collections of 
materials and similar 
and/or different 
properties. 

• Talk about what they 
see, using a wide 
vocabulary. 

• Begin to make sense 
of their own life-story 
and family’s history 
(PP) 

• Show interest in 
different occupations. 
(PCC) 

• Explore how things 
work 

• Plant seeds and care 
for growing plants. 
(NW) 

• Understand the key 
features of the life 
cycle of a plant and 
an animal (NW) 

• Begin to understand 
the need to respect 
and care for the 

• Talk about members 
of their immediate 
family and 
community. (PCC/PP) 

• Name and describe 
people who are 
familiar to them. 
(PCC/PP) 

• Comment on images 
of familiar situations 
in the past. (PP) 

• Compare and 
contrast characters 
from stories, 
including figures from 
the past (PP) 

• Draw information 
from a simple map 
(PCC) 

• Understand that 
some places are 
special to members 
of their community 
(PCC) 

• Recognise that 
people have different 
beliefs and celebrate 
special times in 
different ways. (PCC) 

2 People who help us 
School Community and Emergency 
Services. 

3 RE – Creation/God – Why is the 
word God so imp 

4 Autumn – signs of autumn. 
Animal habitats, hibernation. 

5 Diwali 
The story of Rama and Sita 

6 Bonfire Night (Guy Fawkes) 
The Story of Guy Fawkes and the 
Houses of Parliament.  

7 Remembrance Day  
Why do we celebrate 
Remembrance Day every year on 
the 11th Day of the 11th Month at 
the 11th hour? 

8 RE – incarnation -Why do Christians 
perform Nativity plays at 
Christmas? 

9 Space- To infinity and beyond 
Figures from the past- Tim Peake 

10 RE – Why are some stories special? 

11 Winter – explore the change in 

season, weather, animal habitats, 

ice and snow (changes of state) 
12 Chinese New Year – Story of The 

Great Race – Why and how to 



people celebrate in this country and 
around the world. 

environment and all 
living things (NW) 

• Explore and talk 
about different forces 
they can feel (NW) 

• Talk about the 
differences between 
materials and the 
changes they notice. 
(NW) 

• Continue developing 
positive attitudes 
about the differences 
between people. 
(PCC) 

• Know that there are 
different countries in 
the world and talk 
about the differences 
they have 
experienced or seen 
in pictures (PCC) 

 

• Explore the natural 
world around them. 
(NW) 

• Describe what they 
seem hear and feel 
whilst outside (NW) 

• Recognise some 
environments that 
are different to the 
one in which they live 
(PCC/NW) 

• Understand the effect 
of the changing 
seasons on the 
natural world around 
them (NW) 

 
 
 
 

13 Mother’s Day 
Why do we celebrate Mother’s 
Day? 

14 Spring - explore the change in 
season, weather, animal life cycles 
(chicks hatch in school), planting 
and growing bulbs and seeds. 

15 RE – SALVATION – Why do 
Christians put a cross in the Easter 
garden? 

16 All creatures great and small mini 
beasts and under the sea – animal 
habitats including insects and sea 
life. Life cycle of a butterfly – hatch 
in school 

17 RE – What happens in our Church? 

18 Summer - explore the change in 
season, weather, nature walk – 
compare how the trees have 
changed overtime. 

19 Olympics/Football/Sports Day – 
explore flags, countries using maps, 
internet and stories. 

20 RE – What makes every person 
special, unique and important? 

 


