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17th December 2021  
 

Principal end of Autumn Term 2021 letter to parents/carers 
 

Dear Parents/Carers,   

How has this term passed so quickly? That said, the children (and staff) have worked tirelessly since our 

return in September and they are all ready for some quality time with family and friends.  

As you will have seen from Dojo, the children have had a lovely couple of weeks in school. Thank you 

for supporting the Christmas Fayre with your donations. Although not all children could win prizes on 

the day, they all enjoyed the fun with their friends and all benefit from funds raised in other ways. 

Indeed, the PTA have funded the pantomime ‘Aladdin’ this week, the hot chocolate and marshmallows 

in the forest and they helped Santa out with paying for selection boxes too. None of these extras would 

be doable without your generous contributions and this group of much valued volunteers, who I can’t 

thank enough for all they do for our/your children at St Edward’s.  

Our Christmas dinner was enjoyed by the children (and staff). They wore their hand made hats with 

pride and used their personalised place mats for the occasion. Naomi and her kitchen team did an 

amazing job and so did the lunchtime staff. As always, the Early Years Nativity has been a highlight and, 

although we were unable to accommodate a live audience, I know that the video brought a tear to 

many eyes! Their Christmas church service was also a wonderful reminder of the meaning of and why 

we celebrate Christmas! Thank you to the EYFS team for making these special memories with our 

children. Our children have worked with church partnership staff on their ‘hope journey’ and all 

enjoyed the Staffordshire Music Service Live Sing-a-Long yesterday afternoon.  

I would also like to thank you and my staff team for working hard to minimise the disruption that Covid 

has on the children’s education. The children who do their best at school and practise key learning at 

home are making continued good progress and are achieving well. Indeed, our Year Two children have 

just completed their phonic screens. They have ALL achieved their very personal best and year group 

attainment is significantly above the latest national figures and the best it has ever been at St 

Edward’s; what an achievement in the circumstances we have been/are in!  

Your positive feedback tells us that you value and appreciate staff sharing what the children are 

learning via Class Dojo and there has been much to share this half term. The Butterflies and Bees made 

the most of the snow; exploring how it changes and have enjoyed improving their vocabulary, reading 

and writing through their class story ‘Stick Man’. The Robins, Frogs and Bats have impressed me with 

their inclusion of expanded noun phrases in their writing and their deeper understanding of 

subtraction in maths. 

 

 

 



 

 In Key Stage Two (Squirrels, Spiders and Foxes), the children have built on their scientific knowledge of 

sound; exploring vibration and using their knowledge of solids and liquids as they cooked in the forest 

as part of their Design and Technology learning.  

The Year 3 children’s self led Remembrance Service in church was commendable; their maturity, 

empathy and respect was clear to see and hear. Thank you Mr Bode, Miss Gratton and Mrs Huckfield 

for your contributions in these important learning experiences for our children. Thank you parents and 

carers for your continued support working on fluency and rapid recall of times tables. The Year 4 

statutory test will soon come round and every little bit of practise will help your child to be successful. I 

know many children practise in the car, walking to school and even in the bath!  

Other learning experiences this half term have included maths week (thank you Miss Gratton), 

swimming lessons on site and the introduction of orienteering lessons (thank you Mr Carter) and Anti-

Bullying week; including our contribution to the SUAT podcast, One Kind Word (thank you Mrs 

Clifford). We are as proud as ever of our charity work again this half term and thank you for your 

contributions to our Foodbank collection, Children in Need, Save the Children and our Afghan Appeal. 

Our community empathy and generosity to support those in greater need than ourselves never ceases 

to amaze me and is fully appreciated by those who benefit and access services and funding.  

Thank you for your understanding and appreciation of our Covid management again this term. 

Enhanced hygiene and cleaning procedures are now routine practice, as is the need for us all to take 

personal responsibility for our own safety and the safety of others within the school and wider 

community. The resilience and dedication of my staff is second to none. Of course, they too are 

managing their own family circumstances as they present, alongside working and providing the best 

education and care for the children in school. They provide high quality teaching and learning in school 

and for children needing to learn from home and I could not be more grateful. I would like to thank 

Mrs Leese for her exemplary contribution to Covid management and her care and support for families 

and children in all aspects of life.  

It is important that we all continue to play our part in managing Covid. Please do refer and adhere to all 

communication from school regarding this. As previously communicated, we follow government advice 

but are also advised locally by the Staffordshire County Council Outbreak Management Team who 

advise with consideration and knowledge of local and specific school circumstance. You must isolate 

any child that is symptomatic and adhere to testing and travel guidance.   

Our priorities at school remain unchanged; to keep everybody as safe as possible and to provide in 

school education whenever possible and high quality home education where this is not an option due 

to Covid isolation. Keeping children at home through choice isolation, and not following government, 

local or school advice, is not an option that parents should be considering. There is a renewed focus on 

attendance at government level. Attendance advisors will be deployed across local authorities and 

trusts in a bid to reduce absence that is not necessary for Covid isolation or illness related. Ofsted’s 

chief inspector also announced in December that they will be looking at patterns of absence since 

September in greater depth. As a school, we will be analysing autumn attendance on our return in 

January and will communicate with individual families where attendance issues are presenting. Of 

course, we will want to work with you and support you to ensure your children attend school as often 

as possible.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

I am conscious that my letter is a long one again, and will save any other updates for the new year, but 

I end my letter today with more celebratory news and success for us at St Edward’s. We have just been 

awarded the Association for Physical Education Quality Mark with Distinction for ‘demonstrating 

good commitment to improvement in Physical Education, School Sport and Physical Activity’. I 

commend Mr Carter and the whole staff team on providing the education that has enabled us to be 

recognised in such high esteem and share further detail of our award winning characteristics below.  

I wish you all a peaceful, healthy and happy Christmas and look forward to working together in 2022!  

 

Best wishes, 

  
   

Mrs S. Machin  

Principal  

 

AfPE Quality Mark Feedback  
The validator has highlighted the following reasons for the award below.  
3 main areas that make the school strong are:  
1. Their weekly forestry sessions which are delivered in addition to 2 hours of PE.  
2. Their significant work around the active 15 minutes and how this has been deeply embedded and evaluated 
across the school with all members of staff and has significant SLT support through monitoring.  
3. Their lunchtime developments which see pupils accessing a wide range of activities to develop their skills. It 
was evident from the visit how much pupils enjoyed these, how they were improving physical activity levels 
and develop key skills such as teamwork (playing playground games co-operatively) creativity (some pupils 
had worked together to make their own maze from fallen leaves) and resilience (pupils practicing and sticking 
at activities to improve their score/ outcome).  
 
In addition:  

 The school has a comprehensive curriculum in place that offers pupils a broad and balanced experience. 
There is a strong assessment system in place which is utilised well across the school to inform teaching next 
steps and ensure pupils are making good progress.  

 Over the last few years the school has trained staff members through various CPD opportunities and 
continues to monitor and develop needs through further courses and in house coaching opportunities.  

 The school has won awards for its work around health and wellbeing, active lunchtimes and school games.  

 They use PE, physical activity and outdoor learning as a tool for whole school improvements (academic 
engagement and achievement, improved behaviour and attendance) and to enhance learning in other areas 
of the curriculum. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


