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Learning and Caring Together,
“…they will flourish in the courts of our God.” (Psalm 92:13)
23rd February 2021
Full reopening of school on March 8th 2021
Dear Parents/Carer,
I hope half term was a good one for you and the children, despite restrictions and the challenges that
lockdown has had for us all.
As you are aware, yesterday, the Prime Minister announced the Government roadmap for leaving
lockdown. It was reported that data suggests infection rates have fallen across all ages, including in
children and that the decision to ease restrictions is made on the balance of risk to public health and
educational considerations. The government’s plan sets out that all pupils will return to face-to face
education on Monday 8th March 2021.
I can confirm that St Edward’s will be opening full time to all children (with the exception of those
identified as Clinically Extremely Vulnerable) from Monday 8th March 2021. Brambles will also be open
for all children/families who need before and after school club care from Monday March 8th 2021.
Please message Brambles on ClassDojo, at your earliest convenience, if you would like to book a place so
that deployment of staffing and use of spaces can be organised within control measures we need to
adhere to.
The Department for Education have emphasised that usual rules and duties around school attendance
are in place from Monday 8th March 2021 (including mandatory attendance) and that expectations
about regular attendance are communicated with you. We are directed to re-establish engagement and
good attendance and if there are any issues we will, of course, reassure you and support the children
with any concerns you/they may have.
All school staff are now eligible for regular lateral flow testing and can take two rapid coronavirus
(COVID-19) tests each week at home to identify positive cases more quickly and break the chains of
transmission.
The government’s intention to give schools two weeks’ notice was to provide time for planning and
organising for the full return alongside providing ongoing in school and remote teaching and learning for
all pupils. As I am sure you can appreciate, we now need to review the detailed updated guidance,
update our risk assessments and protective measures and update our Recovery Curriculum and Catch
Up plans. Please support us by enabling us to do this and be confident that we will communicate all
details for the logistics in good time prior to the 8th March 2021.
Best wishes,
Mrs S. Machin – Principal

