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Learning and Caring Together,
“…they will flourish in the courts of our God.” (Psalm 92:13)
1st April 2021
End of term letter
Dear Parents/Carers,
The spring break has come around quicker than ever this year, I know! We are wowed by how
quickly the children settled back in school and that is down to the dedication and commitment of
my staff and our families in preparing and supporting the children so well during the national
lockdown and as we transitioned to our full re-opening at St Edward’s. Your kind words of
appreciation have continued this half term and parents’ evenings, this week, were an opportunity
to share mutual respect for the strong partnership relationships we have between home and
school; thank you!
I apologise, in advance, for the length of my letter but I really want to talk about teaching and
learning as well as sharing Covid measures and other key information with you.
We used the National Day of Reflection as a platform to consider the last 12 months, discuss feelings
about what has happened and to remember the many lives that have been lost. The children were very
respectful during the minutes silence at midday. We also talked about hope, the many positives in our
lives, the world and moving forwards.
Our Recovery Curriculum and catch up plans are working well and impact is evident. The
emphasis on physical and emotional health and wellbeing has been imperative to this. The
children have been active and learning outdoors as much as possible. I’m sure you have heard
about our ‘Willow Village’ that the children are building. They are thoroughly enjoying this
project and seeing it grow before their eyes. Next term, the children will nominate names and
vote to decide on what their village should be called, so thinking caps on for suggestions.
Having healthy minds and bodies is crucial for effective learning. We have been learning how
healthy eating impacts positively on our physical and mental health and wellbeing this term.
Thank you for supporting Mr Carter as he implements and establishes our Healthy Eating Policy;
he is really impressed with the wide range of healthy snacks and lunchbox contents that the
children are eating in school.
Ensuring that the children have retained core knowledge in reading (including phonics), writing and
maths has been the focus of our assessments and forward planning this half term. I have seen some
exemplary ‘Proud Pieces’ of work and look forward to seeing even more! I have been speaking with the
children and will share some of their favourite learning experiences, in other areas of the curriculum,
with you now.

The children in Key Stage Two made faces of the witch from their class text ‘Lost Happy Endings’ as part
of their forestry lessons. This gave them the opportunity to practice composing sentences that included
their new learning from English too. They have enjoyed learning about teeth and are proud of their
maths learning and their ability to use and apply their multiplication knowledge to solve problems and
to multiply two-digit and three-digit numbers by a one-digit numbers.
Key Stage One has been buzzing with excitement this week as they watched the ‘Great Fire of
Cheddleton’! This gave them a real experience of how wind and proximity affects flames and the spread
of fire. It was a fantastic opportunity to recall historical facts, compare the past with their present and to
consider how people felt as their community burned. The children in Key Stage One have also talked
about enjoying their coding lessons, using Purple Mash, as part of their computing lessons.
The Butterflies and Bees are always eager to talk about their learning. Despite travel restrictions
around the world, they have found a way and have continued with their plans to visit and explore
Africa and Australia. They can tell me what a map is and many of them can impressively locate
countries on the map too. They talk enthusiastically about the physical environments, climate,
animals and much more. They have been creating African dances and jumping like kangaroos.
Observing and talking about signs of spring and hatching their chicks have also been highlights of
their learning this half term.
Science Week was another highlight for the children this term. The Foxes, Spiders and Bats researched
different types of plastics and tested them in water to see if they floated or sank, to determine which
type of plastic it was. The Robins, Frogs and Squirrels learned about herd immunity and insect evolution
and The Butterflies and Bees made water purifiers and observed changes as they used them.
Another exciting day has been World Book Day. We joined in with the Live World Book Day and
some children were amazed to realise that authors are actual real people when listening to
stories hosted by different authors and illustrators. They know that, they too, can become
authors of the future if they work hard and choose to.
Our Easter teaching, learning and events have been a lovely end to the term for all. I hope you enjoyed
the Butterflies’ and Bees’ Easter Service as much as I did. What a credit to the school they are (children
and staff)! The children’s Easter gardens are really fantastic and brighten up our entrance (thank you)
and the children enjoyed and learned as they worked together to create our Easter cross. Key Stage Two
have enjoyed working with our partners from Endon and St Andrews Methodist Church learning virtually
and through craft about the Easter Hope Journey.
I thank the PTA for their continued dedication and support in organising and leading fundraising events
for the school, even in these challenging times. As always, all money raised pays for the ‘added extras’
for the children. Most recently, they have paid for the Easter treats and resources that have enabled us
to keep the chickens that the Early Years children hatched. The chickens are continuing to grow indoors
for now and Mr Hancock is working on the internal garden during the holidays to prepare this for their
future. Without the PTA dedication, and your much appreciated contributions, we may not be in a
position to fund project and experiences such as this.
At the end of this term, we say goodbye and good luck to Miss Machin who has moved on to
pastures new. She will still be a member of our St Edward’s family and I know staff, children and
parents will say a big hello when they see her at school.

We have two new members of staff joining our staff team in the summer term. Miss Fowler-Hill
will be joining the Key Stage One Team and Miss Wain will be joining the Key Stage Two Team.
Mrs Waddell and Mr Hill will also be providing additional support in Key Stage Two during the
summer term.
I politely ask that parents do not send dojo messages to staff in the holidays. It is important for their
wellbeing that they take some time out with family and friends so that they are raring to go as we return
for the summer term. Mrs Leese and I are available on call for emergencies and safeguarding concerns.
Mrs Leese is also available if you need to report children’s positive cases of Covid-19 until Saturday
evening (3rd April) and we will, of course, contact families where other children need to self-isolate as
appropriate. After the 3rd, parents should follow should contact tracing instructions provided by NHS
Test and Trace and report this to school on our return on 19th April.
I wish you all a happy holidays and hope you enjoy the relaxed rules that allow you to see family and
friends outdoors.
Best wishes,

Mrs S. Machin
Principal

