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Learning and Caring Together,
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12th February 2021
PRINCIPAL’S END OF AUTUMN HALF TERM LETTER
Dear Parents/Carers,
I write to you with a spring in my step as we end this first half term of 2021. ‘Seeing’ and speaking
to children in school and at home on my live, online Celebration Assembly today has been a
highlight for me and I look forward to my next one at the end of the first week back. However,
despite the positives we all need to appreciate and acknowledge what a challenging half term this
has been for us all once more.
I also know that uncertainty about the second half of the spring term is difficult for families,
particularly for those juggling home learning and work, and I thank you for your commitment to
doing your very best for your children. Our engagement tracker demonstrates that the vast
majority of children at home are accessing our remote education and I am genuinely ‘wowed’ by
the work that I am seeing on children’s portfolios. As well as uploaded English and maths work, I
am particularly impressed with the drama/hot seating, baking, art, design and learning outdoors
that I have seen! It is also pleasing to see children engaging with remote worship. Thank you to
Mrs Huckfield for ensuring this important element of our day continues and that we have the
opportunity to gather collectively to share, reflect and pray.
I also thank our critical worker families accessing in school provision. Though often perceived as
‘the lucky ones’ to have a place for their child/children in school, many share their worries and
concerns regarding increased risks of exposure to and transmission of COVID-19; I think it is
important to remember this as we all play our own part in managing and overcoming these
difficult times.
Last week, Children’s Mental Health Week provided a spotlight on the importance of wellbeing.
We recognise this as an important part of our educational provision with physical and mental
health and wellbeing being an ongoing priority for us. The opportunities we are sharing and
offering will go some way to equipping the children to cope in the present and in the future. All
staff are committed to this element of their role. As well as Personal, Social, Health Education
teaching and learning, staff are providing bespoke provision and I particularly thank Mrs Leese, Mr
Carter and Mrs Clifford for their dedication to this critical element of our provision.
Mrs Hordern and Mrs Best have organised and led our contribution to the Cheddleton Village
Heart Walk which will be taking place over half term (13th/20th Feb). Every child in school has made
a heart that is displayed on the school railings and children learning at home have been invited to
display their home made heart in their windows or on their house gate. The children have
discussed who they love, how they show love, what it feels like to be loved and have reflected on their
feeling and thoughts about current changes in the world in which they live.

You may have seen in the news that Dr Alex George been appointed as a Youth Mental Health
Ambassador. As an A&E doctor, Dr Alex will use his clinical expertise to champion and shape
government work to improve support for young people in schools, colleges and universities. He will also
sit on the new Mental Health in Education Action Group, which will focus on how to support young
people’s wellbeing when they return to school and university. Dr Alex has shared his ‘top five tips’ for
young people’s good mental health and wellbeing on the Department for Education’s YouTube channel.
Please do take a look, his tips are a reminder of the simple but important things we can do as adults and
for our children.
Online Safety is also an element to our children’s lives that is pivotal. This is a continual thread
within our PSHE and Computing curriculum but It has been good to see so many opportunities,
both in school and remotely, provided as part of Safer Internet Day this week; thank you Mrs
Johnson! Mrs Johnson will also be in touch today regarding an exciting addition to our resources
called Purple Mash. I am confident the children will enjoy learning across the curriculum on this
platform and that this will prove beneficial in school and as part of home learning too. On that
note, may I also thank you for responding promptly with your permissions regarding the use of our
TEAMS online teaching and learning platform. You do have the right to withdraw permissions at
any point and should notify us in writing should you wish to do so.
Technology is a wonderful thing and I think we all appreciate it now more than ever. It is helping us
to stay connected with family and friends and to learn and work from home. However, one
drawback is the amount of time we are all spending looking at screens. My Mission for the
children during half term is to limit screen time (including computers, tablets, TV, phones, Play
Stations, Nintendos…) to a MAXIMUM of 2 hours a day. Please support them in accomplishing this
mission.
My mission for the first week back is a ‘RED. Mission. I have explained this to the children in
Celebration Assembly today. I have asked the children to Read Every Day. This can be a book, a
recipe, instructions, signs in the environment/shops… anything at all! I am setting this mission for
the children in school and the children learning at home too.
Despite the best efforts of us all, the government recognise that children will need to ‘catch up’
and access continued support with emotional health and wellbeing on their return to school. We
will plan and prepare for this and will, as ever, do our best for each and every child in our care.
When the government announce further information regarding the wider reopening of schools, I
will write to you again with arrangements. The staff and I can’t wait to have our school family back
together when it is safe for us all and when the NHS is in a position to manage the additional
pressures caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. Despite your/our frustrations, it is important to
remember why we are all having to adapt and cope with change and to be thankful for the health
and safety of our families and community as paramount.
I have thanked you for your commitment and support with remote teaching and learning and want
to thank my teaching staff too. They have needed to be resilient, solution focussed, upskill rapidly
and learn to teach in very different ways. I applaud their dedication and commitment to the
education and mental health and wellbeing of our/your children. They are sincerely grateful for
the many positive and appreciative comments we receive on a daily basis.
I now have some staffing updates to share. In January, we welcomed Mrs Swift as our Office
Manager and Mrs Fielding as our Clerical Assistant. We also welcomed Mr Hancock as our Site,
Health & Safety Supervisor. All three staff are assets to our team and are already having a positive
impact on our office and site functions and efficiencies.

Mr Ball, our Site Technician, leaves us this week and we are also sad to share that Mrs Blairs will be
leaving St Edward’s at the end of this month too. After many years at St Edward’s, she is moving on
to work at ‘Little Stars’. Our Local Academy Council and I thank both members of staff for their
service to our school and wish them good health and happiness in their new ventures. We will be
advertising for an end of day janitor position and teaching assistant roles, shortly after half term,
and will keep you up to date as we recruit.
I end my letter today with a shout out for acts of kindness. My staff team, their families and some
children from school paid tribute to the life of the inspirational Captain Sir Tom Moore. Well done to
Oliver who did 100 passes of a football with a star jump in between each pass. He was sponsored by
family members and raised £50 for MIND, a charity helping children and adults with their mental health
during the pandemic. Jacob, also in Year 1, kicked a rugby ball 100 times independently. I’m sure you
will agree that these are great achievements for both boys. The teaching, office, site staff team and I
also walked, biked, ran and rowed 100 miles between us last weekend. I know some staff saw some of
you on their routes along the way as we completed our challenge ☺.
I hope you all have a good half term and will update you soon following the next government
announcement regarding schools.
With very best wishes,

Mrs S. Machin – Principal

